
By Ron Young, Wednesday Yachting Luncheon Chair

THE WYL           NOVEMBER PROGRAMS
LUNCHEON, 11:45AM  I  SPEAKER, 12:30PM  I  Q&A, 1:15PM

UPCOMING
November 13: Step Back in Time to One of San Francisco’s Best Shops
Jim Schein, Owner and Shopkeeper, Schein and Schein Antique Maps and Prints
Jim and Marti’s antique map and print shop on Upper Grant Avenue in North Beach is an amazing 
place to while away an afternoon. They carry maps of the world and specialize in maps of San 
Francisco, early California and the Rancho period from 1780–1880. Their collection of over 10,000 
historic photos provides a vivid history of San Francisco during the 1850s, California Gold Country 
and a Bay Area before bridges. Lecturing regularly at the Mechanics Institute, SFDPW BSM, 
California Land Surveyors Association and the California Map Society, Jim loves San Francisco 
history and uses these occasions to learn from his knowledgeable local audiences, and freely assails 
them with facts and anecdotes to help preserve their own timeline of SF history.

November 20: “The Mystery Man in American Yachting” – The New York 
Times, 1965
Dick Carter, Author, Yacht Designer, Trim Tab Inventor, Twice Fastnet Winner
Early in his career, Yale Corinthian Champion Dick Carter was known as “The Mystery Man of American Yacht 
Design.” After winning the Fastnet Race in 1965 and 1969, Olin Stephens invited him to join a three-man 
committee that developed the IOR to provide common rules on both sides of the Atlantic. His small-boat 
racing experience was applied to larger ocean racing boats using innovations that seem routine today such 
as separated rudders, trim tabs, internal mast halyards, oversized headsails, lifting keels and more. Dick will 
describe grand prix sailing back in the days when fiberglass was cutting edge, winches were powered by 
muscles and oceanic navigators traveled by sextant.

November 27
NO WYL—DAY BEFORE THANKSGIVING

December 4: Mysteries of the Mojave—From Lake to Dry Desert
Michael Ellis, Naturalist, Journalist, Radio and TV Commentator, Footloose Forays
15,000 years ago, during the last Ice Age, the Mojave region was full of huge freshwater lakes. As the 
climate changed, the Mojave dried into the arid region known as the Mojave Desert. The lakes evaporated 
into huge inland salty seas and eventually, salt flats. Renowned naturalist Michael Ellis will explain the 
unusual ecosystem that produces one of the most beautiful deserts on earth, including “the most fantastic 
scenery this side of Jupiter.” With a treasure trove of photos and Michael’s great sense of humor, we’ll 
explore the heart, beauty and irony of the Mojave’s vast canyons, eerie Joshua Tree forests, rugged 
mountains, volcanic craters, roadrunners, desert tortoises, chuckawallas, coyotes and abundant desert 
wildflowers.

November 6: Which Matters Most: The Hippocratic or Juror’s 
Oath?
Barbara Roberts, M.D., Mob Doctor, Mob Mistress, Author of The Doctor 
Broad: A Mafia Love Story
Dr. Roberts was the first woman to practice adult cardiology in Rhode Island. Raised 
as the oldest of ten children in a devout Catholic family, Barbara became a pro-choice, 
anti-Vietnam War activist, married, had three children, divorced and campaigned 
her J/30, Boadicea, in Narragansett Bay. In 1980, she became the cardiologist of the 
notorious boss of the New England Mafia, Raymond Patriarca. Her testimony, that he 
was too sick to stand trial on various state and federal charges, allowed him to live 
out his final years at home. It also earned her the enmity of police, FBI agents and 
the Providence Journal. The Doctor Broad: A Mafia Love Story tells a unique tale that 
resonates with people of all ages.


